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Cigarette Racing Team and Mercedes AMG joined forces on the 
prototype Cigarette AMG Electric Drive 38’ Top Gun, which was 
inspired by the SLS AMG Coupe Electric Drive luxury sportscar.
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Since the dawn of magazine journal-
ism time—how’s that for a dramatic 
opening—news has driven features. 

By that we mean that magazine editors 
typically look for the most compelling “news 
of the day” to expand into more in-depth 
feature stories. Based on what they believe 
will interest their readers, they decide 
which news stories will become full-blown 
features. But no matter how much experi-
ence or knowledge of “the beat” an editor 
has, it’s mostly guesswork.

Until now. The features for this issue—the 
first edition of our new digital Speed On The 
Water magazine that will be published every 
other month—weren’t selected because 
we think you’ll like them. They were chosen 
because we know you liked them as news 
stories on Speedonthewater.com.

How do we know? It’s pretty simple. 
Speedonthewater.com reports daily news—
as many as four stories a day—from the 
high-performance powerboat world. Our 
content management system, the software 
we use to publish the stories, tracks exactly 
how many times each story is opened and 
viewed. The tracking process begins the 
moment a story goes live and it never ends.

So to choose news stories from the site 
that will become features in our bi-monthly 
digital magazine, we look at the tracking. 
Based on those numbers, the hottest news 
stories get feature treatment. As we said, 
the selection process is simple. It’s also, at 
least to some degree, a lot more scientific 
than what has been done in the past. (And 

New World Order
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Editorial

From The Editors 

“The tracking process 
begins the moment a story 
goes live and it never ends’’

as former magazine editors ourselves, we 
speak from some experience.)

Of course, we would be delusional to 
believe that every feature we choose will 
appeal to every reader. We’re not crazy. But 
we believe that being a daily online news 
site puts us in a unique position to make 
better feature choices for our magazine.

As always, you’ll be the judges of that, 
and to that end we don’t just value your 
feedback. We expect and look forward to it.

We hope you enjoy the magazine. 

Jason Johnson and Matt Trulio
Editors/Publishers, Speedonthewater.com and 
Speed On The Water magazine
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WE WILL SELL
YOUR BOAT
GUARANTEED.

Pier 57:
Consign Yourself to Success

Why us?

Your boat is still yours until the day you sell it. So why

settle for anything less than the top consignment service

in the country? When you choose Pier 57's outstanding

consignment and brokerage service, we transport your

boat to our climate-controlled showroom and will not

charge you until boat is sold, run it through a detailed

inspection process and then target-market it nationwide.

Our commitment to uncompromising customer service

has earned us Mercury President's Award and a Customer

Satisfaction Index Award. Consign your boat with Pier 57

and experience the highest level of customer service.

Consign yourself to success.

Saleability
Pier 57 takes trades
against consignments to
sell your boat faster. 

Visibility
Your boat is displayed in
Pier 57’s 50,000-square-
foot showroom.

Credibility
More than 2,000 boats
sold since 1997.

Contacts
SALES
Scott Sjogren 847-336-9037  scott pier57.com

Greg Weber 847-336-9037  greg pier57.com

David Woods 731-689-4000  sales pier57.com

Carey Downs 731-689-4000  carey pier57.com

PIER 57
3830 Sunset Ave. Waukegan, IL 60087
Phone: 847-336-9037  Fax: 847-625-8938

http://www.pier57.com


Rarely seen on the racecourse in recent years, the JBS Racing 
Mystic catamaran is being reincarnated as a poker run boat 
thanks to its sale by former owner/driver Jeff Stevenson to new 
owner Tom Borisch. In the Boat Customs paint and design shop 
right now, the 50-footer will keep its twin 1,850-hp turbine engines 
but will boast an all new “Low Altitude”-themed graphics package. 
Catch it this summer at a poker run near you.

hot sheet

Ace Dealt to
Poker Run Circuit

headliners

Racing cat goes pleasure ride—turbine style.

Quick hits from the 
go-fast world

Photo Desk 
Stunner

U.S.-based Hering 
Propellers gets into the 
act overseas big time with 
its deal to be the exclusive 
propeller supplier to Union 
International Motonautique 
Class 1 offshore racing.

Despite the havoc 
wreaked by Super Storm 
Sandy in the New Jersey 
Shore area and a struggle 
in its wake for funding, 
Shore Dream for Kids 
will happen on July 13 in 
Seaside Heights.

Happenings | Hardware | Heroics

RACE

Charity

VIDEO

Proving that the 
only thing better 
than watching 
go-fast boats is 
being in them, 
“Pegged 2 The 
Movie” will make 
its public debut 
during the Desert 
Storm Street Party.

Running on Florida’s Tampa Bay, Statement 
Marine’s first Mercury Racing 1350-engine-
powered 50-foot catamaran had no trouble 
catching photographer Jay Nichols’ keen eye.

MAJOR 
STATEMENT
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hot sheet

Spearheaded by offshore racer Jimmy Winters 
and performance-boat enthusiast Alec Cloke, 
the powerboat community pulled together for 
New Jersey-based Outlaw-class racer Kenny 
“Toes” Cranmer, who was paralyzed from 
the shoulders down during a crash in 2011. 
Donations of more than $26,000 came in for 
Cranmer (shown here in his racing days) and 
that was plenty for a piece of physical therapy 
equipment he needed but couldn’t afford.

With last year’s release of its first single- 
engine model dubbed the SV29 and this 
year’s stunning SV50, Outerlimits hasn’t 
exactly been stingy with new releases. Slated 
to be ready this summer, the Rhode Island 
custom boat builder’s latest release is the 
Super Leggera 36. Not only does the stepped 
36-footer ride on an all-new bottom, it is 
predicted to top 105 mph on staggered 565-hp 
engines from Mercury Racing.

Soaring For Kenny No Limits for Outerlimits

http://www.marinetechnologyinc.com
http://speedonthewater.com/in-the-news/image-of-the-week/1217-image-of-the-week-kenny-cranmer-in-flight.html
http://speedonthewater.com/in-the-news/image-of-the-week/1217-image-of-the-week-kenny-cranmer-in-flight.html
http://speedonthewater.com/new-boats-engines/1233-outerlimits-finishing-tooling-for-first-super-leggera-36.html


hot sheet

Missouri’s Waves and Wheels powerboat and tow rig renovation 
and audio/video shop popped out yet another beauty this season, 
this time in the form of a 36 Gladiator from Cigarette Racing. To 
create more space for each person in the cockpit, Waves and 
Wheels actually converted—at owner Tom Roof’s request—the 
five-person cockpit of the 36-footer to a four-person cockpit. 

No center console offering was more anticipated this year than 
the V42 from Marine Technology Inc. And for good reason—the 
first production model, which was delivered to a Miami-based 
buyer in March, blew away the prototype shown to the public at 
the 2012 Lake of the Ozarks Shootout. From all accounts, the 
stylish 42-footer, which rides on a patented hull, is a winner.

Ultimate Makeover

High-Styled and Centered

That’s how fast Brendan Alvarez went last year in 
his 25-foot Eliminator catamaran at the Lake of the 
Ozarks Shootout. Will he go faster this year?134 MPH

http://www.heringpropellers.com
http://speedonthewater.com/boat-restorationsprojectsupgrades/1187-cigarette-36-gladiator-gets-makeover-from-waves-and-wheels.html
http://speedonthewater.com/new-boats-engines/1219-mti-delivers-its-highly-anticipated-v42-center-console.html
http://speedonthewater.com/in-the-news/1205-alvarez-testing-set-up-changes-in-desert-storm-shootout.html


http://www.mercuryracing.com/565


AThe Mercury Maximus propeller has quite a 
bit more blade area than just about any other 

propeller designed for use on Bravo-style drives. 
The standard diameter also is a large 15⅝ inches. 
Accordingly, the propeller is very efficient. If you 
are currently running a Bravo One four-blade 
propeller on your single-engine 28-footer, it is 
likely that your propeller slip is above 15 percent. 
Switching to a Maximus propeller is likely going to 
cut that figure in half.

The Maximus propeller works well on larger 
single-engine boats such as yours. However, due to 
the Maximus propeller’s stock large diameter, it can 
cause a single-engine boat to torque to one side or 
the other during acceleration or deceleration.

The correct propeller for your boat will have 
to be one that is Mercury lab-finished with the 
diameter reduced. I think the best diameter would 
be 15¼ inches. Also, the pitch on the Maximus 
propellers is understated. So, for example, if you 
are currently running a 28”-pitch four-blade prop, 
you will need to drop to a 24”-pitch or 26”-pitch 
Maximus. Being that the drive is relatively deep 
on your Donzi, it is common to remove about 
⅝ inch of the diffuser ring on the Maximus 
propeller to improve top-speed performance 

MAXIMUS OR NOT
QWould a Donzi 28ZX benefit from a Mercury 

five-blade Maximus propeller?
Denny Kadle, Batavia, Ohio

teague on tech

and reduce transom lift. The diffuser aids 
in bringing the boat on plane, but it’s 
unnecessary with the efficiency of the 
five blades working together.

You may or may not experience a 
significant increase in top speed with 
the Maximus propeller. But you will defi-
nitely experience a significant increase 
in midrange efficiency. I believe that your 
boat will be going 6 to 8 mph faster at 
4,000 rpm compared to the current setup.

SLOPPY STEERING

Q I own a 2005 Nordic Rage powered 
by a MerCruiser 496 Mag HO engine 

with Dana Marine headers. The boat has a 
Bravo One X drive spinning a lab-finished 
28”-pitch Bravo One prop. The boat runs 
80 mph as indicated on the Livorsi Marine 
GPS speedometer.

I’m having problems with my steering 
system. My steering responds quickly 
when turned to the right but has 2 to 3 
inches of slack when turned to the left. 

When INSTALLING HINGED TRIM TABS from companies such as Mercury 
Marine, Dana Marine and Bennett Marine, mount them about a half inch above 

the running surface. It’s best if the tabs don’t come in contact with the 
water when they’re in the full up position. Installing them flush with the 

bottom can create unnecessary drag and possible handling problems.

Teague’s tip
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speed on the water



 BBLADES Professional Propellers, LLC is a full-service, custom  
propeller facility offering boaters unlimited propeller options and  
a variety of marine accessories. 
 The knowledge and skill of the BBLADES team comes from  
a lifetime of boating and over 80 years combined experience  
among our staff. Of those 80 years, 45 combined years were spent 
training in the propeller lab of Mercury Racing, learning the  
art from true legends of the performance marine propeller craft. 
 While BBLADES works with boat racers the world over, in  
every class and with every imaginable set-up, most of our customers 
are “everyday” boaters just looking to extend the life of a propeller  
or find a good deal on the correct new propeller purchase. We can 
usually match the perfect prop with just some basic information  
about a boat, engine and performance. 
 For free consultations anytime, call us at 920-295-4435 or  
write to us in the contact section of our website, www.bblades.com.  
We love to talk props!

•	Offering	more	than	20,000		
	 propeller	variations

•	Industry	leading	LAB	finishing

•	Computer	aided	MRI		
	 measuring	equipment

•	Custom	vent	hole	options

Increase your speed: www.bblades.com

Raising the bar in propeller performance.

teague on tech

This occurs no matter what position the 
steering wheel is in. The steering is stock 
from the factory.

This problem did not exist until I hit a 
40-foot vine on the Illinois River at 45 mph that 
put a hard pull on the boat. The steering went 
away immediately. My local dealer pulled the 
lower unit, which was loose, and tightened 
and checked the alignment, which was OK. 
However, these adjustments did not help the 
steering. The lower unit is very tight and in 
great condition. I would love to go to hydraulic 
steering, but the funds are not available right 
now. Would single- or dual-ram help?

How can I adjust or fix the stock steering, 
which has always been tight?
Scott Andress, Pittsfield, Ill.

AFirst of all, if your single-engine Rage 
is capable of going 80 mph, it should 

have hydraulic steering. Dual-ram systems 
are always better than single-ram systems 
because the rams inherently have more force 

extending than when retracting. Dual rams 
balance the system.

The reason that your steering seems to 
have slack in one direction, and not the other, 
is because of the effect of propeller torque in 
combination with damaged or worn steering 
components. Cable steering always has a little 
play, but yours is excessive.

I suspect that the tiller arm attachment 
to your gimbal ring is sloppy. This can be 
checked by moving the drive side-to-side 
while the boat is on the trailer. If you do not 
see an immediate corresponding movement of 
the steering system on the inside, the tiller arm 
is loose. This can be repaired from the outside 
by cutting an access hole in the housing and 
tightening the bolt on the tiller arm. Cover 
plates are available to seal the access hole.

Being that you have noticed a difference 
since striking the submerged object, a 
thorough inspection of your transom assembly 
and gimbal ring is in order. If something is 
cracked or broken, the results could be 

http://www.bblades.com


teague on tech

catastrophic. There should be no play in 
any of the four pivot points in the transom 
assembly or gimbal ring.

Your steering system is likely equipped 
with a Brazil steering control valve assembly. 
With this unit, it is important that the steering 
cable is in perfect alignment with the unit and 
is not in a bind from any other rigging in the 
boat. The cable attaches to the center cylinder 
of the Brazil valve. There are two flat spots 
on the cylinder adjacent to where the cable 
nut attaches. The two flat spots must be 
positioned so they are vertical or the steering 
sometimes acts weird.

I’d definitely check everything discussed 
before using the boat again. And you should 
really install a full hydraulic steering system on 
this boat. It is a matter of safety.

NO WATER EQUALS NO IMPELLER

Q I have a Bravo One outdrive on my boat. 
Can a plastic bag wrapped around the 

water inlets on the lower unit prevent water 

flow to the external water pump? What will 
this do to the impeller? And will this cause 
the impeller to totally melt inside the plastic 
housing, or will the fins break off and go 
through the system?
Bryan Chinarian, Lake Havasu City, Ariz.

APlastic-bag blockages are probably 
claimed as a cause of an overheating 

condition more often than they really are. In 
order for a plastic bag to completely block off 
your engine’s water supply, it would have to 
cover nearly all of the water inlet holes in the 
drive, and stay there.

If your Bravo One drive is a later-model 
unit with a stock lower unit, it is a “dual water 
pickup” style which has water inlet holes in 
the front of the nose cone as well as higher up 
on the case in the traditional location. If your 
drive lower is the “dual water pickup” variety, 
it would be nearly impossible to have a plastic 
bag block the water flow completely. If your 
drive has a low water pickup, it’s possible to 

Custom Marine and Marine Center

1940 NE 135th Street, North Miami, FL 33181 • Phone 305.944.2118 • Fax 305.944.1106

TNT - The Custom Rigging & Marine Center with the most wins 
for Offshore Race & Poker Run Boats in America

• #1 Mercury Engines and Parts Sales
• Repowers, Conversions and Restorations
• Service and Warranty
• Poker Run Performance Boat Setups and Testing

• Offshore Race Boat Rigging & Service
• Outdrive Rebuild and Service
• Certified Mercury Master Technicians
• Convenient Slips, Dry Storage & Fuel

Service - Rigging - Testing - Driving - Racing

135,000 Hours of Experience 1 Choice - 2 Partners

305.944.2118

Race Performance Proven

T - N - T
Tomlinson N Thomas

tntcustommarine.com Information • News • Facts • Video

http://www.tntcustommarine.com


1848 Patterson Ave.
Deland, FL 32724

What’s your pleasure…

http://www.mysticpowerboats.com


teague on tech

have a bag block off the water pickup, but it 
would have to be a tough bag to stay there 
while underway. It is more likely that low water 
pickup blockages occur due to sucking up 
sand and debris when beaching the boat, or 
operating the boat in shallow water.

The raw water pump in your boat is 
mounted on the engine and driven by a belt. 
The pump is not designed to operate without 
water as it provides lubrication and cooling 
to the pump impeller. It is common for boat 
owners to damage their water pump by 
starting the engine without properly connect-
ing a flush hose while the boat is on the trailer. 
Damage will occur to the pump impeller and 
housing if it is run dry or near dry at higher 
rpm. The severity of the damage can vary 
depending on how long the pump was starved 
for water and the condition of the pump and 
housing initially.

Impellers fail over a period of time from 
age. They should be changed annually without 
regard to the number of hours of use. Actually, 

impellers survive better when the boat is used 
more frequently. When the engine is stopped, 
some of the vanes remain compressed in the 
housing.

After sitting for a period of time, the 
impeller vanes lose their resiliency, start to 
crack and then break off. These parts are then 
forced by water flow into your cooling system 
and generally end up blocking the passages in 
a heat exchanger such as the power steering 
cooler or oil cooler. The point is that any time 
you service a raw water pump and discover 
missing parts of the impeller, they must be 
found. This can be done by back flushing the 
water hoses on the engine or removing the 
hoses after the pump to find parts that are 
lodged in the coolers.

Plastic pump housings can be damaged 
by running the pump dry, or by sand and 
debris. If your housing is melted, it was run 
dry to the point that you should have first 
observed other factors such as your overheat 
warning alarm, smell or a high temperature 

www.wavesandwheels.net

CUSTOM INSTALLATION & RETAIL    OEM & REBUILDER SUPPLIER

http://www.wavesandwheels.net
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reading on your gauge.
Late-model Mercury raw water pumps 

utilize a single-piece plastic water pump 
housing. While this housing is easy to change, 
it does not have a desired feature of having a 
stainless-steel wear plate in the rear. Without 
the wear plate, the housing is easily damaged 
by debris and immediately damaged from 
running dry. Once the housing is scored where 
the impeller seals on each end, the impeller 
to housing seal is compromised, which can 
cause the pump to not draw water when the 
boat is first launched. If this is the case, the 
damage increases and the pump could fail 
completely.

You can retrofit your one-piece pump 
housing to the “older” style three-piece type 
by purchasing an alternate water pump body 
and impeller kit. Mercury sells this kit as part 
no. 46-72774A89. In order to complete the 
conversion, you’ll also need to purchase the 
rear wear plate separately (part no. 94916), 
which for some reason was not included in 

this kit from Mercury.
Finally, you will need to obtain a cast-iron 

(stock) or billet aluminum (aftermarket) rear 
plate that has 1-inch pipe threads for the 
barbed hose adapters to screw into. These 
parts are easy to find. Experience has proven 
that this “heavy-duty” design survives better 
in environments where the pump can be con-
taminated by sand or other abrasive debris.

Many Lake Havasu boaters damage their 
water pumps from beaching their boats at the 
Sand Bar or other locations. It is important to 
not run your engine when the drive is near 
the bottom. This will require that you shut 
the engine off before hitting the beach. Then, 
push the boat off the beach before you start 
the engine. That’s what friends are for. 

Would you like boating advice from technical 
editor Bob Teague? Send your questions or 
comments to him at sotwnews@gmail.com.

ask the expert

http://naplesimage.wordpress.com
mailto:sotwnews%40gmail.com?subject=Teague%20on%20Tech%20Question


THE REAL DEAL
288 S-Performance $99,900
32 S-Performance $159,900
36 S-Performance $199,900

S-Performance modelS Include:
Mercury 430-HP engine • gauges witH colored Bezels & riMs • K-Planes

dePtH sounder • anodized cocKPit cuPHolders • texaliuM dasH Panels

PuMPout Porta Potty • swiM ladder witH graB Handle • cocKPit sPort cover

810-794-4888 • WWW.SUNSATIONBOATS.COM

                                                                                                                      
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

                                                 
                                                 
                                                 

                                                                 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

see dealer for details • limited time offer!

http://www.sunsationboats.com


Tampa Bay 
Poker Run

When the Florida Powerboat Club decided a 
few years ago to return to the Tampa Bay 
area for a poker run, it was all about timing. 

The historic Renaissance Vinoy Resort & Marina in 
St. Petersburg had recently renovated its marina so 
Stu Jones, the president and founder of the club, 
added an event to the 2011 schedule to test the 
waters, so to speak. After the third annual event on 
April 13, Jones and the nearly 40 boat owners and 
their guests who participated in the run can’t wait 
to return to St. Pete next year. Although weather 
nixed any chance of a Friday fun run, Saturday’s 
run to a new lunch stop—Tarpon Pointe Grille 
in Bradenton—was complemented by beautiful 
weather and followed by a big bash at Suite Six Bar 
and Lounge. According to Jones, who expects to 
work closer with the city of St. Petersburg next year, 
the event’s growth potential is tremendous.

St. Petersburg, Florida

1) Gary Goodell and company ran the bright GEICO Caveman, a Cigarette Racing 38 Top Gun with a pair of 
525-hp engines from Mercury Racing, in the poker run. 2) The docks at Tarpon Pointe Grille—a new lunch 
stop for the event—were filled with impressive hardware from the likes of MTI, Nor-Tech, Outerlimits, Skater, 
Statement and much more. 3) The crew from Team Artemis, a 50-foot Nor-Tech V-bottom owned by Robert 
and Elle Berg of Miami, took home the well-deserved award for the Sexiest Crew for the third straight year.

on scene
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award
  2012

Formula Boats • 2200 W monroe street • Po Box 1003 • Decatur, In  46733 • 260.724.9111

    You’ve AlwAYs wAnted the Best…  
                      FormulA FAs3tech® For 2013!

FORMULA’S FAS3Tech performance lineup continues 
to be the driving force in offshore boating for 2013.  
Especially for you, the 292, 353, and 382 are each 
designed with a proven stepped hull configuration 
and a wider range of high power choices now more 
than ever before. Two spectacular new Platinum 
graphics, Missile and Stiletto, are all new for 2013. 
So, if high performance boating is in your blood, 
check out the potential for you to be offshore with 
throttles wide open in a Formula FAS3Tech. 

If You’ve Always Wanted the Best…      
It’s Always a FORMULA FAS3Tech!

Scan for features and 
complete photo gallery

Missile 
Platinum 
Graphic

http://www.formulaboats.com


on scene

4) Chris Fenelon’s Stray Cat, the first 50-foot 
catamaran from Statement Marine with twin 
Mercury Racing 1350 engines, cruises along the 
choppy Tampa Bay waters with ease. 5) A pair 
of Outerlimits—the company’s new SV50 model 
owned by Canada’s Mark Stoddart and Glenn 
Kennedy’s carbon-edition SV43—run alongside 
each other in the poker run. 6) Bob and Madeline 
Christie pick up a card in their quad-engine 368 
SUV from Statement Marine, which builds its 
performance V-bottoms, catamarans and center 
consoles locally in St. Petersburg. 7) Bill Pyburn, 
who owns the 388 Skater Pure Platinum, enjoys 
lunch with his girlfriend, Fallon Thibodeaux. 

4 5

6

7
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WWW.LIVORSI.COM 847.752.2700

Adjustable Position LED Indicators

Precision Indicators For: 
Tabs, Drives, Rudder Indicators, 
Fuel and Water Level

•  Eliminates cables, easy installation

•  Compatible with NMEA 2000®, 
SmartCraft® (with Gateway) and J1939

•  Accepts 0-5 Volt or resistive type sensors,    
featuring a 3 point calibration method

•  Transmits/receives information from  
Garmin, Lowrance, Raymarine or other 
displays that accept NMEA 2000® or J1939

Vantage View® Instruments

•  Reads NMEA 2000®, J1939, GM MEFI and SmartCraft®

•  LCD displays GPS Speed, engine data, faults, warnings,
alarms, pop up alerts and more

•  Fuel and Engine Trim Calibration

•  User programmable alarms, LED warning lights, 
easy installation and set up

For Mercury DTS equipped engines Verado 150 – 350 SCI, 
Optimax 225, Mercruiser 5.0L – 8.2L,  Mercury Racing 565, 
1100, 1350 and Cummins engines that are DTS capable

•  Smooth and safe shifting with direct  
   drive of throttle position sensors for      
   instant response

•  Shadow Mode Available -
   Control triple or quad engines 
   with two throttle levers

Livorsi DTS Controls - Digital Throttle and Shift

920-720-4225 
custommarine.com
ISO 9001: 2008 Certified
Copyright 2013 © Custom Marine Inc.

GEN-X 
HEADERS

CMI EXHAUST
THE CHOICE

OF

CHAMPIONS
2012 KEY WEST
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Superboat Extreme
Superboat  
Superboat V Limited
Manufacturer’s Class 3 and 4

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS!

CMI exhaust helped 
lead the winning boats 
to podium finishes in the 
following classes:

http://www.livorsi.com
http://www.custommarine.com
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4 Maybe it’s just us—we highly doubt it—but we tend 
to have lead feet while driving to the water. So while 
the Cobra Vedetta SLR 650G radar, laser and camera 
detection device isn’t necessarily an on-water product, 
it could keep you from being “unavoidably detained” 
and missing the boat. The SLR 650G features a 
2.4-inch TFT color LCD display on a multi-axis hinge. 
A ball-socket suction-cup mounting bracket, which 
removes quickly and easily for storage, enables the 
detector to mount almost anywhere in your vehicle.
www.cobra.com

4 For pinpoint speed control and that 
undeniable hot rod sensation on 
the water, there’s nothing like a foot 
throttle. And N-Control Products 
remains the leading producer of 
single- and dual-lever foot throttles 
and controls. To give drivers the best 
of both worlds, the company has 
created an adapter kit that enables 
the foot-control unit to be used in 
conjunction with a hand throttle.
www.cpperformance.com

watch your speed $299

step on it $399 to $499

4 When it comes to comfort 
on the water, board shorts 
are tough to beat. Everyone 
from senior citizens to their 
grandchildren are wearing 
them these days. But even 
the most comfortable pair 
of board shorts can be less 
than pleasant to wear once 
they’re soaked, which is why 
Dry Dudz hybrid shorts make 
sense. Underneath their fast-
drying shell, the shorts feature 
a supportive compression-
short liner. The two-piece 
setup reportedly makes for the 
lightest and quickest-drying 
board shorts on the market. 
www.drydudz.com

The Latest & Greatest

Keep Your Shorts On $40 to $95
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550  Rutgers  Court  Brick,  NJ   08723-5083     Ph: 732-864-6796

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY - COMMERCIAL - MODELING - REAL ESTATE - SPORTS

4 A new steering wheel can dress up your 
dash, which is why Livorsi Marine has added a 
couple of sporty offerings to its catalog. You can 
go with a wheel that has anodized aluminum 
spokes and a black anodized aluminum hub, 
or step things up a bit with a wheel that has 
stainless-steel spokes and a marine carbon-
fiber urethane or black marine leather wrap. 
Both wheels come in 13½-inch diameters.
www.livorsi.com

4 Owners of larger boats need to protect their 
shore power connectors from the elements. 
That’s where SmartPlug's Weatherproof Cover 
comes in. It protects SmartPlug connectors 
from corrosion and other problems caused by 
exposure to the elements. The cover, which 
snaps onto the connector and comes with an 
attachment lanyard, creates a seal that will 
protect the connector if it’s dropped in water. 
www.smartplug.com

Wheel Deals $259 to $479Power Protection $19

http://www.sharkey-images.com


US CAMERA BOATS
The Ultimate On-Water Shooting Platform
Photography, video, editing, on-water support—we’ve got you covered

• Ultra-stable 36-foot 
Twin Vee catamaran 
with 12-foot beam: 
Fast, dry and reliable

• Dedicated jib arm 
with a 23-foot reach 
from center of boat, 
also can place camera 
30 feet above water

• State-of-the-art four 
place David Clark 
marine intercom 
system provides great 
communication

949-230-9327
uscameraboats.com

4 Maui Jim’s new Pearl City series of sunglasses are sporty, feminine 
shades in colors designed to complement the latest fashions. Their 
mid-size, high-grade nylon frames are lightweight and come in three 
colors: Black with Blue Interior, Tortoise or Chocolate Fade. And they 
come standard with MauiGradient lenses that have a darker tinting 
at the top that gradually gets lighter moving down the lens.
www.mauijim.com 

4 A day of wakeboarding might warm your soul, but it can leave your 
feet darn chilly. That’s where Thermacell Heated Insoles foot warmers 
come in handy. Placed inside your footwear, the Heated Insoles are 
activated and temperature-controlled by a wireless remote. Powered 
by rechargeable, built-in Lithium-ion polymer batteries embedded in 
the foot warmer, they can keep your feet warm for up to five hours.
www.thermacell.com

Warm Those Tootsies $129

Shades Of Fashion $219

GEAR

http://www.uscameraboats.com


Aggressive Simplicity
Meets Purity of Design

Intoducing the new GTMM 39
•  LOA - 39‘ 0“  |   Beam - 8‘ 6“
•  Fully Customizable: Upholstery, Cabin and Paint
•  Power Options:  2 x Mercury Racing 525 - 1650HP
•  Pricing starting in the $500’s

www.GTMM.com   |   305.772.2211   |   info@gtmm.com

2640 South Bayshore Drive   |   Suite 208   |   Miami, FL 33133

http://www.gtmm.com


Creative 
Sparks 

Fly
—And Float
It isn’t on the water today and it 
probably won’t be tomorrow, but 
the Cigarette AMG Electric Drive 
38’ Top Gun could be the most 

important release of 2013. 

words Matt Trulio  |  photos courtesy Cigarette
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breakthrough in technology, not that electric 
power will be the future of the entire world of 
high-performance boats, but that technology is 
going to change how we approach and build 
things in the future,” he continued. “It’s about 
the whole spectrum of how technology will 
change the way we do things. Some people 
will be on the cutting edge of it. Others won’t. 
A company the size of Cigarette could never 
afford to do something like this on its own. But 
with Mercedes AMG as a partner and the two 
companies working closely together, we can.”

Divided into six per side, the electric motors 

ike a lot of folks who enjoy the go-fast 
powerboat world, I have a rebellious side, 
which means I like to raise the occasional 
middle finger to polite society. So if and when 

the Cigarette AMG Electric Drive 38’ Top 
Gun does become available, I want to get a hold 
of one and take it to the nearest “electric boat 
only” lake. I want to idle out among the quaint little 
skiffs with the frilly tops and wave to their drivers 
and passengers as they frantically dig out their 
mobile phones to report me to the authorities, for 
surely my boat cannot be electric.

And then I want to hit the throttles hard and 
see what 1,656 kilowatts—that’s 2,200 hp in 
regular go-fast-boat speak—can do. 

I know this is the stuff of fantasy. Yet despite 
that the prototype AMG E-Drive technology-
equipped, stepped hull 38-footer has not 
touched the water, the boat is not.

“I haven’t made the decision yet on when 
the boat will go in the water,” said Skip Braver, 
owner and chief executive officer of Cigarette 
Racing Team in Opa-locka, Fla. “It will be based 
on what AMG wants to do with the design study, 
meaning the concept, the technology and the 
boat itself.

“The people who ‘get it’ understand the 

Cigarette AMG Electric Drive

While the boat itself doesn’t look any different from a 
standard 38’ Top Gun, this driveline cutaway reveals 
components not generally found in a high-performance 
boat such as the same batteries and electric motors found 
in the SLS AMG Coupe Electric Drive luxury sportscar.

A cutaway rendering of the Cigarette AMG Electric 
Drive reveals rows of Lithium-ion batteries that lead 
to DC power distribution boxes, inverters that convert 
the power to AC, and motors connected to gear boxes 
and drives. The blue lines trace the cooling system.
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By The Numbers
If you could purchase the 
Cigarette AMG Electric 
Drive right now—and you 
can’t because it’s not for 
sale—it would set you 
back about $5 million. 
That makes it roughly 
five times the price, de-
pending on options, of a 
Cigarette 50’ Marauder 
with Mercury Racing 1350 
engines. So clearly, as 
Braver would gladly tell 
you, the 38-footer is not a 
product of today. 

But as of today, here’s 
what’s in the hull and un-
der the hatch.4

12
3,456
2,213
1
10

hour of running time—30 minutes of idle and 
30 minutes at 70 mph with blasts to an esti-
mated top speed of more than 110 mph—with 
adequate power in reserve.

hours of recharge time.

HPP Lithium-ion battery 
cells, the same as those 
used in the car, weigh-
ing more than two tons, 
all with inverters and 
managed by an AMG 
Powertrain Controller.

foot-pounds of torque at 
start-up thanks to a hybrid 
of AC and DC power.

“Permanent-magnetic synchronous 
electric” AMG E-Drive motors, the same 
motors that are used in the SLS AMG 
Coupe Electric Drive sports automobile.

Cigarette AMG Electric Drive
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are grouped in what AMG 
engineer Peter Kagi, who 
worked extensively on the auto-
mobile and powerboat projects, 
calls a “double-star 
arrangement” for reliability. 
Both the E-Drive motors and 
the batteries that power them 
were designed to the most rigid 
automobile safety standards, so 
neither required upgrades for 
use in the boat. But as noted 
earlier, the boat has 12 motors 
as compared to four—one for 
each wheel—for the car.

According to press material 
from Cigarette and Mercedes 
AMG, the optimized arrange-
ment of 48 modules contain-
ing 72 Lithium-ion cells in the 
high-voltage battery system 
maximizes space usage and 
performance. A strategically 
planned parallel circuit for each 
module optimizes battery safety, 
reliability and longevity.

Even in electric engine 
applications, heat can be an 
unwanted byproduct, so it must 
be managed. The Cigarette 
AMG Electric Drive’s engine 
compartment is equipped with 
two low-temperature cooling 
circuits, one for the 12 motors 
and the power-management 
electronics and one for the 
batteries. Both are closed 
circuits, with heat exchangers, 
that use seawater filtered 
through strainers.

Kagi said that when the 
prototype does eventually hit 
the water for its first sea trial, he 
believes that controlling output 
via two outdrives—and Mercury 
Racing No. 6 units are the most 
likely candidates for the job—
will be a much easier task than 
it was for the car.

“In the end, it is very hard 
to have an electric system 
‘release’ to the road,” Kagi said. 
“There are so many forces on 
each wheel, different torque, 
different torque vectoring and so 
on, and each motor is not inside 
the wheel. So the development 
of the E-Drive was difficult for 
Mercedes. Obviously, because 
of automobile standards, it had 
to very good and, very safe. But 
for water, it is no problem. There 
is less to control.”

Beyond the Numbers
Cigarette’s alliance with 
Mercedes AMG started in 2007 
when the companies began 
collaborating on joint customer 
and marketing events. Three 
years later at the Miami Inter-
national Boat Show, Cigarette 
introduced the AMG-inspired 
46’ Rider with the first pair of 
Mercury Racing 1350 quad 
overhead cam engines. That 
release reportedly was inspired 

by the SLS AMG gullwing luxury 
sportscar launched in 2009.

In 2012, Cigarette unveiled 
the AMG Black Series 50’ 
Marauder at the Miami show. 
Like the 46-footer, the 50-footer 
took its inspiration from an AMG 
product—the then-new C63 
AMG Coupe Black Series. Also 
like its 46-foot predecessor, the 
50-foot AMG-inspired offering 
was powered by twin Mercury 
Racing 1350 engines. And 
this year in Miami, Cigarette 
displayed another AMG-inspired 
model, the 42’ Huntress inspired 
by the Mercedes AMG G63 
sport utility vehicle.

None of those releases 
convinced the skeptics who 
doubted that Cigarette and 
Mercedes AMG had a true 
technological alliance. But with 
the release of the Cigarette 
AMG Electric Drive 38’ Top 
Gun, even the most strident 
naysayers are left with little 
argument about the extent of 

Cigarette AMG Electric Drive

The black component between the AMG-marked power distribution boxes 
is the computer that controls how the electricity runs to the motors that are 
connected to planetary gear boxes arranged to balance separating forces.
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“They saw that we have the 
same passion for excellence, 
innovation and technology.”

Cigarette AMG Electric Drive

technological collaboration between the two luxury brands. 
“Do people honestly think AMG works with Cigarette 

because I buy their cars and go to Germany every year and 
drive fast cars on a track?” Braver asked. “Originally, when 
the people from AMG came over here I am sure they were 
skeptical. But they saw that we have the same passion for 
excellence, innovation and technology that they do. They 
saw how seriously we take things. And they learned that 
we don’t talk about things, that we keep them to ourselves. 
The E-Drive boat project didn’t just happen. It’s been going 
on for some time. And nobody outside of a few people at 
Cigarette and AMG knew about it.

“We are continuing to do things with AMG,” he added. 
“They are doing stuff that is pretty revolutionary, and you’re 
going to see it over the next five, six, seven years.”

While the Cigarette AMG Electric Drive 38’ Top Gun is 
indeed a product of tomorrow, at least in terms of practical 
application, its marketing and media spotlight benefits have 

been immediate. Even Braver, 
who is not shy about touting his 
company’s products, said he’s 
been pleasantly surprised with the 
amount of publicity the boat has 
gotten for both companies since 
the introduction in Miami.

“The first design study was to 
see if it was practical and possible 
to incorporate all the AMG E-Drive 
technology into the boat, and we 
proved it was,” Braver said. “The 
best way to put is like this: Boeing 
built the first Dreamliner without 
ever flying it. We built this boat 
without ‘flying it,’ so far, because 
computer studies and modeling 
enable us to do it. Putting it in the 
water—what drives to use, what 
props to use and the rest—that’s 
actually a minor thing in the 
development of the project. We’re 
looking at the really big picture. 
And I have to be honest, it’s one 
of the most fun things we’ve done 
since I’ve been at Cigarette.” 
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Sunsation’s 
Next

Chapter

Sunsation Powerboats 
didn’t reinvent itself 
over the past year, it 
just took a step in a 
new direction with the 
sensational 34 CCX.

words Jason Johnson
photos courtesy Sunsation

For Wayne and Joe Schaldenbrand, 
the decision to build a 34-foot center console is 
quite possibly the best one the brothers have 
made for their company, Sunsation Powerboats 
in Algonac, Mich., in the 30 years they’ve been 
building boats. And while it may be a bit early to 
call the boat a game-changer—Sunsation’s first 
34 CCX made its debut in February at the Miami 
International Boat Show—it appears that the 
company has hit a home run with the 34-footer.
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“We were very pleased with the overwhelming 
response to the new model in Miami—we got a 
few deals out of being down there and we picked 
up a new dealer, which will help with sales,” said 
Wayne Schaldenbrand, adding that it took nearly 
a year and a half to build the boat. “Usually after 
finishing a new model we come back and think 
of a few things we’d change or improve on, but 
not this time. I don’t think there’s anything we’ll 
change besides maybe adding a little more 
storage space.”

The first 34 CCX, which stands for Center 
Cabin Xtreme, was powered by twin Mercury 
300 Verado engines and, according to Schal-
denbrand, tops out around 64 mph. Featuring a 
10-foot beam and a weight of approximately 9,000 
pounds, the 34-footer includes a multiple-position 
three-person seating arrangement at the helm 
produced by McLeod Design Group, a transom-
mounted rear bench, wraparound bench seating 
in the bow and a large reclining lounge ahead of 
the sizable console.

Sunsation’s Next Chapter

A work in progress for nearly two years, the 
34 CCX from Sunsation Powerboats came to 
life at the company’s Algonac, Mich., facility 
to the delight of the Schaldenbrand brothers. 
After creating a simulated cabin, the two spent 
a couple of weeks inside figuring out the layout.

Bringing it to Life

Sizable is probably not even the 
best word to describe the console, 
which was the most notable aspect 
of the boat thanks to a cabin that’s 
13 feet long with headroom that starts 
at 7½ feet and slopes down to about 
5 feet above the twin lounges that 
can be converted to a queen-size bed 
with filler cushions.

“There was some apprehension 
from people who saw how big the 
cabin was from pictures as we were 
building it, but once they got in it or 
saw pictures of the finished product, 
they were blown away,” said Schal-
denbrand, explaining that he and his 
brother examined and drove as many 
other center consoles as possible 
before designing their model. “You 
don’t realize it from the outside, but 

“I don’t think 
there’s anything 

we’ll change.”
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when you go down in the cabin it’s huge. The 
biggest difference between our boat and other 
center consoles is that we generated a full- 
featured cabin without taking anything away 
from other aspects of the boat.

“When we first designed the boat, we didn’t 
think it needed a cabin, just an area for a toilet 
and storage,” he continued. “But when we started 
working on it, we generated a simulator here. We 
actually built the cabin framework out of plywood 
so we could sit in there and figure things out. We 
realized we could do quite a bit with it.”

Sunsation has had every intention of building 
the 34-foot model for pleasure use from the 
beginning, but Schaldenbrand said he plans to 
make new molds for fishing amenities such as 
livewells, washdown pumps and more.

“We come out of the sportboat world so 

From the multi-position three-person 
helm seat and the stylish dash panel, 
Sunsation put a lot of thought into the 
all-new 34 CCX, which made its debut 
at the Miami International Boat Show.

Sunsation’s Next Chapter
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naturally we designed this boat for the 
pleasure market,” he explained. “No doubt 
it’s a pleasure boat. Our first few boats will 
have nothing to do with rod holders, but in the 
long run, we’re expecting to build some boats 
with everything you need for fishing.”

The company recently finished the second 
34-footer for its new dealer, Lake Ozarks 
Marine, which joined the Sunsation family in 
Miami after representatives took a ride and 
were impressed by the boat’s monstrous 
cabin and top-notch workmanship. The third 
34 CCX, which is powered by triple 300-hp 
engines, should be finished sometime in May.

Schaldenbrand, who expects the triple-
engine boat to run 72 to 73 mph, decided to 
stretch the boat’s beam an extra six inches to 
an even 10 feet in the initial design phase and 
the result was impressive. Not only did the 
34-footer perform well right out of the box, it 
also provided a great platform for entertaining.

“We had 11 people on the boat for a run 
in Miami and it didn’t even seem like it was 
crowded,” said Schaldenbrand, who designed 

a removable windshield so you can take out 
the window and store it in the cabin while 
towing the boat.

Ed Champion, sales manager for Lake 
Ozarks Marine, pointed to the overall user-
friendly design of the 34 CCX as an absolute 
selling point.

“Once we got on the boat, got to touch and 
feel it, saw the size of the cabin, and got to 
ride on it, it was a done deal,” Champion said. 
“I delivered a boat to Sunsation last year for 
some work and the guys walked me through 
the factory. They told me all about the new 
model so I had an idea of what was in store 
and how much work went into it. The finished 
product is amazing.”

With a reported six boats sold and surely 
more to come, it looks like Sunsation made 
the right decision to invest the time and money 
into the 34 CCX. Was it the company’s best 
decision ever? Only time will tell. One thing 
is clear though—the Schaldenbrand brothers 
must be happy to have the last year and a half 
behind them. 

Sunsation’s Next Chapter

So pleased with the cabin in the 34-footer, Sunsation named its boat the 34 CCX (Center Cabin Xtreme).
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One former offshore 
racer is on a mission to 
rebuild as many classic 

Apache Powerboats 
offerings as possible.

words Tank Sears
photos courtesy Islander Marine

Apache
Savior

In the powerboat world, the Apache 
name conjures images of beefy 
V-bottoms that commanded rough-
water respect on offshore race-
courses in the 1980s and 1990s. 

Off the course, they were rumored to be 
the “boats of choice” for drug smugglers. 
That combination had the makings of a 
modern-day opera that would have done 
Puccini and Verdi proud with their story-
lines of success, failure and scandal 
that ultimately killed production of the 
original Apache Powerboats line.
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The mystique and powerful history of 
Apache go-fast boats still have people 
talking about them. And those rich 
elements are part of what attracted David 
Traitel to the historic brand one sunny day 
during the 1995 Super Boat International 
Offshore World Championships in Key 
West, Fla. No stranger to powerboats or 
racing, Traitel had just finished the Pacific 
Offshore Powerboat Racing Association 
season in his 31-foot Scarab Stampede 
and was in Key West to support his fellow 
offshore racers.

Raised in Pasadena, Calif., Traitel 
vacationed on the shores of Lake Tahoe 
with his family during summers. He grew 
up watching high-performance boats race 
on the pristine lake, and the speed bug bit 
him early. He started wrenching on his own 
boats as a teenager and parlayed that into 
boat racing beginning in the 1970s. 

A couple of decades later, Traitel stood 
in the wet pits of the 1995 Key West 
World Championships. Like so many other 
offshore racing fans, he was spellbound by 

one of the most famous Apache boats to ever hit the 
course—the monstrous 47-foot Little Caesars.

“I’d heard of Apache as everyone did, but when 
I saw my first one, I immediately fell in love,” Traitel 
explained. “The crew was very gracious and let me 
crawl all over her. It was right then and there, I knew I 
wanted one.”

But it would be another 15 years before Traitel 
would begin to see his dream come true.

“I immediately 
fell in love.”

Apache Savior

Dave Traitel bought the Sacred Ground Apache 
(below) and immediately gutted the 41-footer 
(right) to begin a complete rebuild of everything 
from the cockpit to the transom and stringers.
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Vision Quest
The catalyst to Traitel finding 
his own Apache came from 
his remarkable career and his 
opening of TKO Motorsports in 
2010. Specializing in custom-
built, street-legal pro-mod 
street rods, the impressive race 
shop in Reno, Nev., is now the 
epicenter of full-tilt jaw-dropping 
street creations.

“We build the best of the 
best,” Traitel said. “Our motto is 
‘Do it right, or don’t do it at all.’ ” 

The financial success of 
TKO put Traitel in a position not 
just to own one Apache, but to 
acquire several of the iconic 
models. He even toyed with 
the idea of building them from 
scratch and selling them. In the 
end, he decided that buying and 
restoring Apaches would be the 
best option, especially in terms 
of preserving their rich history— 
a major part of their allure.

Traitel began to search for 
Apaches he felt had special 
heritage, and his search was 
fruitful. His first acquisition was 
a 41-foot V-bottom, which he 
purchased from Robert Asner, 
called Sacred Ground. He then 
later bought the 45-foot Kid 
Apache/Apache Kid raced by 
Allen Finegold, the 47-footer 
Lucky Strike—once used as 
a back-up race boat by the 
infamous Apache owner Ben 
Kramer—and War Party, the 
47-footer that was rumored 
to be the first million-dollar 
offshore boat.

His restoration plan for his 
new stable of boats was at once 
extensive and simple: No detail 
would be left unattended.

“When I build something, I’m 
going all the way,” said Traitel, 

Hundreds of man-hours went into sanding and buffing the 41-foot 
Apache before it was turned over to Krazy Kolors to lay down the 
stellar candy red and white paint job on the “new” Straight Arrow.

Apache Savior

“Our motto is ‘Do it right, 
or don’t do it at all.’ ”
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who added that the attention to detail 
when it comes to interior, paint and 
rigging will be “first class” for each boat. 
“Safety is paramount, and with the power 
these boats are going to get, safety 
upgrades are imperative. We also want 
to bring a ‘West Coast’ aspect to them.”

That led Traitel to longtime friend 
Rick Michaels, owner of Islander Marine 
located in Ontario, Calif. Michaels 
has earned an outstanding reputation 
running a premier all-inclusive boat 
shop. Traitel talked to Michaels about his 
“crazy” idea of rebuilding Apaches and 
eventually became a silent partner in 
Islander Marine.

Project Straight Arrow
Traitel decided that he would tackle the 
41-footer, which he renamed Straight 
Arrow, as his first project. Why the name 
change from Sacred Ground?

“All these original Apaches came out 
of race molds,” Traitel explained. “They 
had all that heavy and crazy paint to hide 
the huge waves in the finish. The first 
thing we did was start sanding and filling.”

As you can see from the photos in this 
article, the hard work has paid off. The 
mirror finish you see in Straight Arrow’s 
hull and deck is the result of hundreds of 
man-hours sanding and buffing.

With work underway on the boat’s 
exterior, including removing the fairing 
and replacing it with a new one, the next 
move was to strip the dash. Heavier 
lifting, so to speak, included removing 

the old engines and drives, replacing most of the stringers 
and rebuilding the transom, and replacing the existing fuel 
cells with modern aluminum versions. To update Straight 
Arrow’s look, they capped its hull-and-deck joint.

Next stop was Krazy Kolors in Upland, Calif. That’s 
where veteran performance boat and hot rod painter Billy 
Berkenheger—well known in hot rod and go-fast boat 
circles out West as “Billy B”—laid down the 41-footer’s 
smoldering candy red and white paint job.

At present, the boat is back at the TKO shop in Reno. 
The next stage in its restoration is repowering, and that 
will come in the form of twin-turbocharged, 1,200-hp 
engines from renowned engine man Carson Brummett. 
(With race fuel, engine output reportedly climbs to 1,500 
hp.) Mercury Racing No. 6 dry sump drives will be used to 
put the power to the water. After rigging is complete, TKO 
will install a brand-new custom interior in the cockpit.

To date, the entire project has taken more than two 
and a half years. Straight Arrow is slated to be in the 
water for testing in July. And while the finishing touches 
are coming together on this classic Apache, Traitel is 
prepping Lucky Strike for its tear down and rebuild. After 
that, it’ll be the other two boats he already owns. And 
that’s not all—Traitel said he’s still “definitely” looking for 
more classics from the famed builder.

“My goal is to build the best Apaches out there,” he 
said. It looks like he’s off to a great start. 

Apache Savior

Contact Information
Islander Marine, 909-986-3540, www.islander-marine.com
TKO Motorsports, 775-857-1913, www.tkomotorsports.com

The impressive TKO Motorsports, which opened in 2010 in 
Reno, Nev., specializes in custom-built pro-mod street rods.
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The first boat 
from GTMM—a 

39-foot offshore 
V-bottom—aces 

the test with twin 
Mercury Racing 
700-hp engines.

The first time I met the 
founder of Giovanni Theodoli 
Marine Manufacturing—GTMM 
to keep it simple—was at the 
Miami International Boat Show in 
2011. The son of Katrin Theodoli, 
owner of famed Magnum Marine, 
Theodoli told me about the boat 
company he recently started and 
the two boats he was planning 
to build under the GTMM 
moniker—a 27-foot sportboat 
and a 39-foot offshore boat.

A year later, Theodoli had a 
nearly complete GTMM 39 on 
display at the Miami Beach Con-
vention Center, and it was one of 
the show-stoppers at the 2012 
event. A rich blue paint job from 
Guardado Marine coupled with 
a luxurious tan interior gave the 
sit-down-style V-bottom a refined 

appearance. And while it took 
nearly a year to completely finish 
the 39-footer, the end result is 
a smooth-running, stylish boat 
that Theodoli and his business 
partner Scott Smith are proud of. 
The two have been giving demo 
rides to prospective customers 
and were kind enough to allow 
TNT Custom Marine’s John 
Tomlinson to drive the boat and 
provide his feedback.

Tomlinson, one of the most 
accomplished offshore racers in 
the sport’s history, said the boat’s 
overall appearance was first rate. 
From its clean rigging and simple 
dash layout to the gorgeous paint 
job and the sleek lines while it sat 
in the water, the GTMM 39 was 
“as elegant as a performance 
boat gets.”

p r o f i l e :  G T M M  3 9
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On The Water 
Tomlinson, who dials in some of the finest performance 
boats in the world before they are delivered to their 
owners, described the boat as solid and comfortable to 
drive. The 39-footer is powered by staggered Mercury 
Racing HP700SCi engines and NXT1 drives.

“It feels like there is a lot of boat underneath you, 
which is nice,” said Tomlinson, adding that the boat ran 
exactly 99 mph at 5,300 rpm with roughly 200 gallons of 
fuel in the tank and 17” x 32” six-blade propellers with a 
16-degree rake from Hering Propellers. He thinks it could 
hit 102 mph with less fuel and ideal conditions.

“I thought the adjustable seats were comfortable 
and I liked the cleanliness of the dash and the throttle 
placement,” he continued. “The only thing I’d criticize—
and this is the case with every sit-down V-bottom I’ve 
driven—is that the visibility when coming on plane and 
when making a turn to the right is almost nonexistent.”

Tomlinson reported that the boat displayed good 
handling characteristics in turns and didn’t rattle one 
bit when he ran it across the 2-foot chop in Miami’s 

Biscayne Bay. Coming on plane with 
the Mercury Racing 380S K-Plane 
trim tabs down, the 39 leveled out in 
less than 6 seconds and was running 
60-plus mph 10 seconds later. It 
responded well to the 700-hp engines 
in the midrange, too, accelerating from 
40 to 60 mph in 6.2 seconds and from 
40 to 70 mph in 9.3 seconds.

Overall, Tomlinson said the boat, 
which was derived from the former 
39-foot Dragon Powerboats molds 
with hull modifications that included 
deeper steps and a notch in the 
transom in front of the drives, 
performed comparably to other 39-foot 
models he’s driven over the years.

Style Points
Aesthetically the GTMM 39 is elegant, 
and that’s exactly what Theodoli was 
looking for when he set out to build 
the boat, which went through a design 
transformation—in the original Dragon 
design the 39-footer had a canopy 
rather than an open cockpit—with help 
from Mystic Powerboats founder John 
Cosker. Mystic also was contracted to 

p r o f i l e :  G T M M  3 9

NOTEWORTHY

It took Eddie Guardado and the crew at Guardado Marine 
in Miami a full six weeks to paint the 39-foot V-bottom.

Age of Giovanni Theodoli when 
he started working around the 
Magnum Marine shop owned by 
his parents, Filippo and Katrin.10
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construct the fully capped boat 
at its DeLand, Fla., facility.

“People have been so 
impressed when they see 
her,” said Theodoli, referring 
to the prototype he finished 
alongside Smith, who founded 
Dragon with Craig Barrie. “It 
took a long time to get her 
there, but she’s so beautiful.”

Theodoli said the 39 is 
available for sea trials and, 
while he’s yet to find a buyer 
for it, he’s had good interest 
in the boat, which starts 
in the low $500,000 range 
with twin Mercury Racing 
HP525EFI engines. As is—
with twin 700-hp engines and 
various options—it is priced at 
$600,000. Theodoli likened the 

boat to a high-end luxury 
automobile, and the plush 
interior supports that assertion. 
As does the custom hardware 
along the deck.

The wraparound wind-
shield and deep cockpit, which 
includes twin high-back bucket 
seats and a three-person rear 
bench, provide a sense of 
comfort while the boat is at 
speed. At the observer’s side 
to port, GTMM included a large 
GPS display. The driver’s dash 
was clean with two Mercury 
SmartCraft VesselView 
monitors mounted ahead of 

the tilt steering wheel featuring 
a GTMM logo. Push-button 
switches for the accessories 
were on an extension from the 
gunwale above the controls.

Theodoli admits it’s been 
slow-going bringing a new 
brand to the market in this 
economy, but he’s extremely 
confident in the product. With 
the 39 ready for public con-
sumption, much of his attention 
has turned toward building the 
27-footer, which is based off 
the classic 27 Magnum. He 
expects to have the first one 
finished by the end of this year.

“I feel like the marine 
industry owes it to its clients to 
evolve things, and that’s what 
we’re trying to do with GTMM,” 
Theodoli said. “We plan to con-
stantly refine our product. The 
evolution of design is important 
to be relevant. It’s about doing 
something beautiful and func-
tional. We’re very happy with 
the 39. It’s the perfect marriage 
between beauty, comfort, 
safety and speed.” 

From left: A pair of staggered Mercury Racing HP700SCi engines were 
installed neatly in the GTMM 39. At the driver’s station to starboard, the 
builder kept things simple with a pair of SmartCraft VesselView screens.

p r o f i l e :  G T M M  3 9

Length/width	 39’/8’6”

Weight	 9,200 pounds

Engine	 Mercury Racing HP700SCi

PropS	H ering six-blade 17” x 32”

Price as equipped	 $600,000

Top speed	 99 mph

4,000 rpm	 75 mph

5,000 rpm	 92 mph

40-60 mph	 6.2 seconds

Time to plane	 5.9 seconds

Quick Figures

GTMM, 305-722-2211, www.gtmm.com
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Mountain Dew and Formula Boats

J u n e  5 - 9  •  S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s

June
7-9

Present

Tuesday, June 4 
Lake Race Pontoon Party at Lazy Gators, presented by Showcase Publishing, Inc.

Wednesday, June 5 
Lake Race Tribute Party & Benefit Auction at Topsider Entertainment Complex

Friday, June 7 
Vendor Set Up and Meet and Greet on Bagnell Dam Strip – Open to the Public

Saturday, June 8 
Race team practice runs.  

All Boats Racing. First Ever Pontoon Boat Race.  
Party at Beaver’s – 8 p.m.-Midnight,  

with Disco Dick & the Mirror Balls

For up-to-date information, visit: www.lakerace.com

Historic Bagnell Dam  
Open to the Public 

First time in over 30 Years!
Sunday, June 9

Lake Race Pro-Am Race Heats
Super V Lite Canopy Race – Twin Out Board Cat Race

Main Event 
Performance Xtreme Canopy Class Unlimited Race 

5-6 p.m. – Awards Ceremony
Evening - Victory Party  
at Beavers at the Dam

Hosted by:  

Beavers at the Dam  

Bar & Grill

®®

SHOWCASE PUBLISHING, INC.
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